

Federal Proposal Podcast – Episode 2C: “ProTech 2.0” 

Ken Blair (Voiceover): Everybody, welcome to the Federal Proposal Podcast. 
Ken Blair: Good morning, all. Before we get into the discussion of our opportunity. I like to take a moment to express my thoughts and prayers for the folks being affected by Hurricane Ian. This one is personal for me as I have four kids that live in the Tampa area. Prayers would be appreciated.
On to business…This week we are going to dive into more detail for the “ProTech 2.0” collection of opportunities we briefly discussed a couple of weeks ago. 

“ProTech 2.0” Multiple Domains
There have been a few perturbations in scheduling since we originally reviewed this set of opportunities. So we’re going to take a look at the portfolio of opportunities represented by the PROTECH 2.) label. NOAA’s Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services Program (ProTech) is an umbrella program encompassing four separate domains of support using IDIQ multiple award contracts The four domains that align with NOAA's main missions are: Satellite, Fisheries, Weather, and Oceans. An interesting aspect of the program is that the resulting contracts will be mandatory use by NOAA.
This effort is a follow on to the PROTECH 10 effort where the first contracts were awarded 2018 and 2019 with a 5-year period of performance. A total of 63 contracts were awarded under the Oceans, Weather, and Fisheries domains. I’m still digging to see how many were awarded for the Satellite domain, and I’ll provide an update when I find the data.
The current timeline for the domains are as follows:
· RFPs for both the Oceans and Fisheries domains have been indicated as possibly dropping as early as October of this year. I’m skeptical that this will happen although it’s possible that Fisheries could drop in the late November timeframe. The Fisheries domain was last awarded in 2018 and those contracts are expiring in September of next year. The Oceans domain was awarded in 2019 and those contracts don’t expire until the beginning of calendar year 24. I believe the most likely scenario for RFP release is November os this year for the Fisheries domain and very early next year for the Oceans domain.
· The RFP for the Weather domain is most likely for early 2024 since the current contracts for that domain expire in early calendar year 2025.
· The Satellite domain has dropped off the radar at this point so I wouldn’t expect to see anything from it until sometime in late 2023 at the earliest.
Each domain will have its own NAICS; for the Oceans domain it will be 541620, Environmental Consulting Services with a Size Standard of $16.5 million annual receipts; for Fisheries the NAICS will be 541990, All Other Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services with a size standard of $17.0 million in annual receipts. Finally, for the Weather domain, the NAICS will be 541330, Engineering Services with a Size Standard of $22.5 million annual receipts.
As previously mentioned, all of the resulting contracts will be IDIQs and the anticipated ceilings are in the $8 Billion range per domain. Task orders may be issued on a Firm Fixed Price (FFP), Cost Reimbursement, Time and Materials (T&M), Labor Hour (LH), or hybrid basis.
The overall objectives of the ProTech program are to:
· Obtain high-quality professional and technical services
· Develop an industrial base of partners
· Develop and maintain performance-based contracts
· Contribute to the NOAA mission
Each of the domain level contracts provide support to different portions of the NOAA organization. The Oceans domain supports the National Oceans Service, while the Fisheries domain supports the National Marine Fisheries Service. Finally, the Weather domain provides varied support to the National Weather Service.
I’ve provided links for further information for all of the domains in the transcript for this episode.
That’s it for this episode. As always suggestions or requests for particular topics can be sent to me at ken.blair@fedprops.com. Again, let’s hope our Floridian neighbors stay safe over the next few days.
Thanks for listening.

Resource Links:
https://www.noaa.gov/acquisition-grants/protech/protech-domains/protech-oceans-domain
https://www.noaa.gov/organization/acquisition-grants/protech/protech-domains/protech-fisheries-domain
https://www.noaa.gov/organization/acquisition-grants/protech/protech-domains/protech-weather-domain
https://www.noaa.gov/organization/acquisition-grants/protech/protech-domains/protech-satellite-domain




