                                                “Beacons of the Gospel” – Podcast

                                   Season 1- Episode #12- Revelation & Interpretation


   Hi everyone, my name is Rusty Godlewski, and I am your host of the “Beacons of the Gospel” Podcast.  This is Season 1- Episode #12, titled “Revelation & Interpretation.”  In our last episode, we established that the mere existence and universal recognition of morality and the human conscience are very strong evidence for the existence of a common human “Truth.”  I then advanced the assertion that the Bible, as God’s revealed “Word,” is the only authentic source of that “Truth,” and it has no genuine or authoritative rival and is therefore the foundation upon which all “Gospel Truth” must be established.  As such, persuading people of that fact should be our initial priority and focus as we engage in disciple-making conversations and build spiritually focused relationships.  In other words, before we can teach anyone that anything is absolutely true and, therefore, has universal authority and jurisdiction over all people, we must first persuade them that “The Bible” really is “God’s Revealed Word” and, as such, it qualifies as the authentic source of all relevant and jurisdictional “Truth.”  Now, in building and presenting this argument, we will, obviously, at some point have to enter into an examination of the Bible’s self-contained argument for its qualification to serve as the sole source of authoritative “Truth.”

   In most of our previous episodes, we have focused primarily on communication skills and techniques that can enhance our effectiveness in seeking a hearing for and explaining “The Gospel Message.”  These last two episodes, however, focus more on the “Strategy” or “Game Plan” for employing those newly learned communication skills and stimulating discussions about the subject of “Truth.”  As I just said, this subject, “Truth,” is the starting point for laying a foundation upon which all other germane teaching rests.  Now, in our last episode, we examined the progressive nature of God’s “Revelation” of Himself and His will for mankind.  We noted that God began this “Revelation” through His powerful creation of the natural universe, including mankind and the human conscience.  This introductory and incomplete “Revelation” is therefore called “Natural Revelation.”  We then noted that the more specific and clear “Revelation” of God, known as “Special Revelation,” began as God delivered more specific information about Himself and His intentions through His Holy prophets and, sometimes, through supernatural signs and wonders, called miracles.  We labeled all of this “God Revealed” information as “Truth.”  We looked at some Biblical passages that claim and support the idea that the Bible itself contains all the essential information and instructions that God intends for human beings to embrace and submit themselves to as “Truth.”  In the following passage, from 2nd Peter chapter 1, verses 2 through 8, we see perhaps the most comprehensive statement attesting to this concept in the entire Bible.  Listen to what Peter affirms in this passage,

(2 Peter 1:2-8) 2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these, he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
   The Apostle Paul wholeheartedly agrees with Peter on the issue concerning the knowledge “Revealed” to mankind by God, which he identifies as “Scripture.”  In 2nd Timothy chapter 3, verses 16 & 17, Paul reaffirms what the Holy Writings in the Bible are capable of and that they have been exclusively identified as “Scripture.”  That passage reads,

(2 Tim 3:16-17) 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
   
   In the Scriptures, God guarantees that “His Word” will accomplish His intended goal for it.  That fact is emphatically stated in the following passage from Isaiah chapter 55, verses 9 to 11, which reads,   

(Isa 55:9-11) 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10  As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

   Paul later defines and reaffirms God’s ultimate purpose, in His “Revelation” of “Truth,” in the following excerpt from Colossians chapter 2, verses 1 to 3, when he says this,

(Col 2:1-3) 1 I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.     

   Paul refers to this ultimate “Revelation” of God as a “mystery.”  This is very important for all disciples of Jesus Christ to understand.  This reference to “The Gospel Message” as a “mystery” that God desires to “Reveal,” or make known, reaffirms the statement that I have been asserting that “The Revelation of God is progressive.”  Now, stay with me!  I want to read the following three passages, all written by Paul the Apostle, which help to explain that God’s “Revelation” has, in fact, culminated in “The Gospel Message.”  First, let’s read Ephesians chapter 1, verses 7 to 10.

(Eph 1:7-10) 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

   Now, let’s read Ephesians chapter 3, verses 2 to 7.

(Eph 3:2-7) 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power.

   Finally, let’s read Colossians chapter 1, verses 25 to 27.

(Col 1:25-27) 25 I have become its (The Church’s) servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness -- 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

   Now, to fully grasp the importance of what Paul is saying in these passages, I feel the need to summarize and restate what he just said.  At the risk of repeating myself, all of God’s “Revelation” of Himself and His will is referred to, throughout the Bible, as “The Word of God.”  This “Revelation” of God reaches its fulfillment in the “Revelation” of “The Gospel Message.”  This is so significant that by the time we get to the writing of the Book of Acts and the Epistles, or letters of instruction, in the New Testament, the phrase “The Word of God” now refers, almost exclusively, to the contents of “The Gospel Message.”  Let me cite some examples of this.  First, in Ephesians chapter 1, verses 13 & 14, we read this;

 (Eph 1:13-14) 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

Then, in Colossians chapter 1, verses 3 to 6, we read this;

(Col 1:3-6) 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints-- 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you.  All over the world, this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.

   So, why is it so important for us to clarify and understand this?  Many “Religions” throughout the world and down through human history have asserted that the creator God of the universe has “Spoken” or “Revealed” certain “Truths” about himself and his nature, as well as his intentions, desires, and commands.  However, only in “The Gospel Message” do we truly find the “One and only True God” and the “Revelation” of His ultimate purpose!  Now, I realize that this statement of exclusivity, of “Truth” and our access to God, is a major point of dispute that creates so much tension, conflict, and controversy surrounding Christianity.  That tension, conflict, and controversy, however, are unavoidable!  Many religious or spiritually minded people adhere to and postulate the notion that “All religions lead to God.”  However, as disciples of Jesus, we can never abandon or compromise on the definitive statement Jesus made about this exclusivity in John chapter 14, verse 6, where He said this,

(John 14:6) … "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.

   The sad reality, however, is that in many modern-day Christian Churches, a subtle compromise of both the urgency and exclusivity of “The Gospel Message” has gradually occurred.  This is not unique to our time, but it is, nonetheless, damaging to the advancement of the saving impact of “The Gospel Message.”  Listen to this rebuke, presented by the writer of the book of Hebrews, in Hebrews chapter 5, verses 12 to 14, where we read this; 

(Heb 5:12-14) 12 … though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

   Listen, the fact that the monumental importance, urgency, and relevance of “The Gospel Message” can sometimes be undervalued and under-prioritized in some modern-day Churches might not be unique to our time, but it always has a devastating effect on the spiritual health of such Churches.  The only remedy for such Churches is revival and the restoration of the true priorities of “The Gospel Message.”  By the way, let’s remember that the word “Gospel” means “Good News.”  

   Let me illustrate what I am saying with this hypothetical scenario.  Let’s imagine that a person we know is a biologist who suddenly discovers the cure for cancer.  This person shares this discovery with us but instructs us to keep this news to ourselves.  They state that they intend to share this incredible discovery only with their close friends and family.  What is the first word that comes to your mind when you think of such a decision, concerning such an important and desperately needed discovery?  Does the word “selfish” come to mind?  Now, we all know that the discovery of a cure for cancer has not yet been achieved.  But even if it had, it would have had a tremendous, but only temporary, impact on people's lives.  All people would still eventually die from something!  However, we know of a more substantial and eternally consequential discovery, the cure for “Sin.”  “Sin” is the cause of eternal spiritual death, but as Christians, we know about the cure for this heinous killer.  The cure for “Sin” is the blood of Jesus Christ, and the explanation for how this cure is acquired is presented in the content of “The Gospel Message.”  What words come to mind when you think of how to describe a Church or, more specifically, a Christian who decides to keep the “Good News” of this cure for sin for just their close friends and family members?  Hopefully, that hypothetical illustration hit its intended target.

   Now, getting back to the concept of “Revelation,” and the important role it plays in the conversion process of potential disciples of Jesus Christ.  Understanding the concept and progressive nature of God’s “Revelation” of Himself and His priorities is an important component of understanding God’s detailed plan of salvation.  There are, however, other important topics that must be broached, explored, explained, and understood in order for God’s comprehensive plan of salvation to convey its full meaning, relevance, and invitation.  Before discussing any of those other details, let me point out something many people don’t seem to realize about “The Word of God.”   Unfortunately, for far too many people, the Bible, or “The Word of God,” seems to be perceived as primarily being just “Information.”  Now, the Bible is full of important information, to be sure, but “God’s Word” is not primarily information.  It is most essentially spiritual food, or nourishment, for the soul!  If you doubt this claim being true, let’s revisit the temptation of Jesus by the devil in Matthew chapter 4, verses 1 to 4, where we read this;

(Mt 4:1-4) 1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." 4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"

   This important and relevant passage conveys an essential characteristic of “God’s Word.”   That characteristic is that the Bible not only informs us, but it also feeds us!  We are, after all, primarily Spiritual beings and, as such, we need to be fed spiritually.  Don’t ever forget this!  This is why we can ingest the information presented in any particular passage of Scripture numerous times over many years, and yet, at any given moment while reading a familiar passage, we can be struck with new and profound insight into some deep spiritual “Truth.”  The Holy Spirit knows exactly when we need what we need.  So, not only does this “Special Revelation” from God inform and educate us about the nature and intentions of the creator of the universe, but it also spiritually nourishes and sustains us.  Remember, in Hebrews chapter 4, verse 12, it clearly states that “the word of God is living and active.”  The words of the Bible are spiritually alive and, as such, they can affect our souls in any number of miraculous ways.  So, everything we have been examining in the last two episodes has been for the purpose of understanding how God has chosen to make Himself known to human beings.  Now that I have hopefully established that God’s supernatural “Revelation” of Himself is a fact, I want to move on to the important subject of the “Interpretation” of that “Revelation.” 

   Now, someone might immediately want to respond to my saying that by saying this, “Wait a minute.  You just said that the primary importance and role of “The Word of God” is as spiritual food for the soul, not just as information.  Now you want to focus on stressing the importance of interpreting the words themselves?  That sounds like a contradiction.”  I completely understand that response, but we also need to recognize the important role that “correct interpretation” plays in our ability to achieve a healthy and balanced spiritual diet when it comes to feeding on “The Word of God.” 

   I would assume that everyone listening has likely heard someone say something like this: “The Bible is all just a matter of interpretation” whenever it is suggested that the Bible contains very important and relevant information authored by God Himself.  People seem to make this frivolous rejection as though saying those words diminishes the Bible's profound nature and history.  Now, I don’t know what your response to this kind of proclamation might be, but I know what my response is whenever I am confronted with it.  I will always respond by saying this: “Of course it is.  What words ever spoken or written don’t need to be interpreted?  Just consider “The Constitution of the United States of America!”  We hold this document in very high esteem, and yet its correct interpretation and application are constantly being scrutinized, challenged, and debated.  So, if you are suggesting that just because the words of the Bible need to be interpreted, that we then have no hope of ever discerning their correct meaning, I completely disagree.”  On a side note, it’s not just words that need to be constantly interpreted.  From the moment we wake up in the morning until we go to sleep at night, we are constantly interpreting everything that is going on around us.  For that matter, how many people wrestle with trying to interpret their dreams, which occur while they sleep?  You see, just because the words of the Bible need to be carefully studied, analyzed, and interpreted, doesn’t mean that we can’t correctly understand them.  It just means that, to correctly interpret and understand them, it sometimes requires a disciplined and defined process.  We often have to be willing to dig deep and do some hard but essential deductive work to discern the correct interpretation! 

   In other words, all interpretations of God’s Words are not equal!  Maybe you have heard someone say something like this: “What that passage means to me is this.”  Maybe you have even said those very words yourself.  However, the fact is, it doesn’t matter what any given passage means to you, and it doesn’t matter what any given passage means to me.  All that truly matters is what any given passage actually means.  Moreover, I will state this: “Truth” is not found in “Our” interpretation of the words contained within “The Bible.”  “Truth” is found in embracing the deliberate interpretive challenge of discovering what the author’s “Intent” is behind their words, as presented in any given passage in “The Bible.”  This may sound like a distinction without a difference, but I assure you, it is not.  This is the very issue that the Apostle Peter addresses, in 2nd Peter chapter 1, verses 20 & 21, when he says this;

(2 Pet 1:20-21) 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

   In fact, in 1st Peter chapter 1, verses 10 to 12, Peter explains that even the Prophets who wrote God’s Word down often wondered what the exact meaning of the words they had written actually was.  Let’s read that excerpt. 

(1st Peter 1:10-12) 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told to you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things. 

   So, in effect, what Peter is saying is that even though all of the Old and New Testament Scriptures had unique earthly authors, those authors actually served like different types of musical instruments that all played inspired compositions that were actually composed, or authored, by the divine Creator Himself.  The natural mind begs the question, “How is this possible?”  To which, faithful believers answer, “We can’t explain it, but we believe it nonetheless.”

   Now, I have often been known to proclaim that “Interpretation is hard work.”  We tend to bring along our own baggage, shaped by our past experiences, when we interpret the Bible.  This can make us biased, blinded, and even prideful about what we are open to accepting when it comes to interpretation.  Also, consider this: Satan’s entire focus, when it comes to God’s “Revelation” of “Truth,” is to distort it, to deceive, and to mislead people who are seeking God.  As such, his minions use a variety of schemes and tactics to accomplish this strategy.  I would strongly encourage anyone who hasn’t to read “The Screwtape Letters” written by C.S. Lewis.  In this book, Lewis exposes how Satan trains his demons to use deception, discouragement, and other misleading mental tactics to misdirect Christians and churches in their sincere desire to correctly interpret the Bible and serve God.  These misinterpretations usually have the same disastrous effect as false or intentionally deceptive teaching!  

   Because of the misinterpretation of the Bible and the misrepresentation of the true “Gospel Message,” as well as the real Jesus, many people we may encounter have been misled and even harmed by their previous negative experiences with some form of “Pseudo Christianity.”  This often involves an exposure to “legalism.”  While this fact can challenge any attempt to convey the true “Gospel Message,” it must nonetheless be overcome.  As I already pointed out, another key challenge is convincing people that just because the Bible needs to be interpreted, that fact alone does not discount its value.  As such, the fact that misinterpretation can often impede or corrupt the process of determining the correct interpretation is also something we should not shy away from, but instead acknowledge and address.  Just think how many Biblical sayings have been misquoted, misinterpreted, and therefore misunderstood.  Let’s identify a few of these Biblical misquotes.  How about this one: “Money is the root of all evil.”  How many people repeat this misquote without ever realizing the real quote or understanding its true meaning? The actual quote appears in 1st Timothy chapter 6, verses 9 & 10, and reads as follows:

(1 Tim 6:9-10) 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap, and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

   It’s “the love of money” that is the trap that ensnares or draws people into evil, not money itself!  When the emphasis is placed on the right word, the meaning is understood correctly.  Then there is this saying;
  
   “The Truth shall set you free.”  Knowing the actual context of these words is essential to understanding what they mean!  In John chapter 8, verses 31 to 36, Jesus says the following;

(Jn 8:31-36) 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 33 They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone.  How can you say that we shall be set free?" 34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
   So, by reading this quote in its proper context, we not only learn what the identified “Truth” is and where it comes from, but also what this “Truth” is actually able to set people free from.   
   The Truth” is the “teachings of Jesus,” and the freedom offered is the freedom from the controlling power of sin!  Again, the context illuminates the true meaning of the words.  How about this Biblical quote?

   “Judge not, lest you be judged.”  This is one of the most misunderstood and distorted quotes we will ever encounter.  Once again, without the full context of the quote being included, not only are the words destined to be misinterpreted, but they actually convey the exact opposite of what Jesus is comprehensively teaching.  The quote comes from Matthew chapter 7, verses 1 to 5, where Jesus says the following;

(Mt 7:1-5) 1 "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

   So, what Jesus is actually condemning and warning against doing is hypocritical judging.  Also, in English, the word “Judge” implies passing judgment on someone and then imposing a sentence on the guilty.  The kind of judgment that Jesus is referring to is more akin to assessing or discerning someone’s situation or spiritual condition.  Not only are we, as Christians, required to do this kind of judging of others, but we are also supposed to engage in the same kind of self-judging.  How else could we ever engage in evangelism and/or disciple-making?  The last example I want to highlight is this quote from Matthew, chapter 18, verses 18 to 20.  Let’s first read the quote, then the entire passage where it is from.  The quote is;

“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them.”  Now, the passage.

(Mt 18:18-20) 18 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."

   This is another one of those often-misunderstood Bible excerpts.  It is actually stated by Jesus, right in the middle of His detailed instructions for addressing a situation in which a brother sins against you.  Jesus says this first, in verses 15 to 17, before He says what we just read;

15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

   So, understood in its full context, we see that Jesus is not saying that two or three people are required to gather together in order for Jesus to be present but instead, what He is actually saying is, if you have a situation where wrong has been done by one person to another, there are some proper steps to go through to try and resolve the situation.  First, go directly to the person who has sinned against you, and try to discuss and resolve the situation one-on-one.  If that doesn’t work, bring along one or two others and attempt to resolve things while seeking objective input from them.  If that still doesn’t resolve the situation, take it before the entire church for their discernment.  If the person refuses even the church's input, you should conclude that the person does not truly respect the teachings of Jesus.  That’s why Jesus qualifies His instructions for addressing sin and its remedy by saying, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them.”  The words “in my name” provide the parameters, or boundaries, of authority as being within His jurisdiction, which is why He says, “there am I with them.” 

   These examples of commonly misquoted Bible sayings serve to demonstrate just how important accurate interpretation of the Bible is!  First, staying in the context is essential to a correct interpretation and understanding.  Second, the correct meanings of the words used in any given passage are critical to discerning an accurate interpretation.  Sometimes, even going to the original language is helpful if not essential.  And third, avoiding bringing our biases and preconceived conclusions to our interpretations is essential for any chance of objectivity and for discerning the correct interpretation.  

   Hopefully, I have made these three important factors related to interpretation crystal clear, but for the sake of emphasis, let me restate them.  First, there is nothing wrong with our admitting to non-Christians that the Bible must be interpreted.  Second, there are some basic guidelines to observe when interpreting anything, especially written words.  And third, overcoming our own prejudices, biases, and even our experiences, may be necessary to arrive at a correct interpretation.  

   So, the first half of this episode has focused on the priority of persuading people that “God Has Spoken.”  This speaking by God is called “Revelation.”   We identified that God first communicated through what is called “Natural Revelation,” meaning He revealed certain realities concerning His nature through creation, both of the universe and of mankind.  He also established “Right & Wrong,” or morality, which He first imparted through the human conscience.  We then pointed out how God continued this “Revelation” of Himself through a progression toward greater clarity, first through prophecies and miracles, and finally through Jesus, His son, and the details contained in “The Gospel Message.”  After focusing on all the important information that the Bible presents and addresses, we then explained how it also serves as spiritual food, or nourishment, for the human soul.

   In the second half of this episode, I have acknowledged that all of the “Truth” revealed in the Bible, or “God’s Word,” requires “Interpretation.”  I did my best to point out that, while discerning the correct “Interpretation” of “God’s Word” can be challenging, it is still possible by adhering to some basic common-sense principles.

   Again, Hermeneutics is the science, or branch of study, that deals with the interpretation of literary texts, especially the Bible.  Now, it is very difficult to have confidence in the meaning of written texts, and especially the Scriptures, if we don’t have confidence in the method we use to arrive at our interpretations of the words of those texts. 
   The guidelines I mentioned above regarding our interpretation of the Bible are not the only ones to consider.  The following Principles are widely accepted for governing grammatical interpretation.  They have been recognized, held in high esteem, and followed by scholars from Socrates to the present day.  For this reason, I want to endorse and review them.

                        So, here are the commonly accepted Principles of Hermeneutics!

1.  The Literal Principle: Focuses on what the words mean.  Any study of Scripture must begin
     with a study of words.  Define your words and terms, and then stick to those definitions.  The
     interpreter should conscientiously abide by the plain meaning of the words.  Here’s an old
     saying: “If the plain sense makes good sense, seek no other sense, lest you make 
     nonsense.”  When the text is symbolic or uses a figure of speech, it is usually clear from the
     context.  For example, poetry, like the Psalms, commonly employs symbols and figures of
     speech.  Apocalyptic, or Predictive Prophecy about future or end-time events, as presented in 
     Revelation, Ezekiel, or Daniel, also uses symbols.  However, historical literature and letters
     are not usually symbolic.  So, in general, stick to the plain sense unless the context demands
     otherwise.  At times throughout history, interpreters meticulously sought hidden, spiritual, or 
     double meanings behind every text, rendering the Bible almost impossible to understand.  Be
     wary of spiritualizing the text when it is not clearly suggested or supported by the immediate
     context.

2.  The Grammatical Principle: Calls for simply recognizing the rules of language, which 

     include grammar and sentence structure.  One must be able to recognize the subject and the 
  
     verb of a sentence, whether the verbs are in the past, present, or future tense.  One should 

     recognize when nouns or pronouns are singular, plural, possessive, or non-possessive.  One 

     should recognize adjectives and adverbs, as well as dependent and independent clauses.  It is 
  
     particularly important to recognize conjunctions, as they connect words, phrases, and clauses.  

     Also, it must be remembered that the Old Testament was originally written by, to, and for the 

     Jews.  The words and idioms must have been intelligible to them, just as the words of Jesus

     were when He was talking to them.  The majority of the New Testament was likewise written

     in a Greco-Roman environment, and, to a lesser extent, a Jewish cultural context, and it is 

      important not to impose our modern usage of words on our interpretation.  Likewise, it is 

     detrimental to an accurate interpretation, to filter those interpretations through our 

     experiences, preconceived notions, or our cultural or political biases.

3.  The Contextual Principle: Directs that we must interpret Scripture in its literary context. 
     This is extremely important because, without considering a verse’s literary context, one could
     interpret it to mean almost anything.  In other words, the meaning of any verse must be 
     derived within its context.  Every word you read must be understood in the light of the words 
     that come before and after it.  Many passages will be misunderstood or not understood at all 
     without the help of their context.  However, as the context of the surrounding verses and 
     chapters is identified and considered, it will help guide and protect a proper interpretation.  

4.  The Historical Principle: Directs that each portion of Scripture must be understood in its 
     original historical setting, including the author, audience, cultural background, location, and
     the particular situation that prompted the writing of the text.  Many interpretive errors occur
     simply because readers interpret through the lens of their own experiences and cultural 
     backgrounds.  However, proper Biblical interpretation seeks to understand Scripture as the 
     original audience would have understood it.  Consequently, interpretations that the original 
     audience would not have made are usually incorrect.  The interpreter must have some
     awareness of the life and culture of the times in which the Scripture was written.  The correct 
     interpretation will often reveal timeless truths, but those truths often can’t be properly
     appreciated without some background knowledge of the historical context.  If the interpreter 
     can have in his mind what the writer had in his mind when he wrote, without adding any 
     excess baggage from the interpreter’s own culture or society, then the true meaning of the
     passage can usually be better appreciated, resulting in an accurate interpretation.  

5.   The Logical Principle: Contends that interpretation is merely logical reasoning.  When
      interpreting Scripture, the use of reason is everywhere to be assumed.  Does the 
      interpretation make sense?  The Bible was given to us in human language and, therefore, 
      appeals to human reason and invites investigation.  It is to be interpreted as we would any
      other literary document: by simply applying the laws of language and grammatical analysis. 

  6.  The Compatibility Principle: Supports the contention that the best commentary on the 
       Bible is the Bible.  Therefore, the parts of Scripture being interpreted must be 
       construed with reference to the significance of the whole of Scripture.  We must always 
       interpret Scripture by comparing it to Scripture itself.  If we come to an interpretation of a
       certain text that conflicts or appears to contradict with what the Bible says as a whole, then 
       the interpretation must be wrong.  In other words, an interpretation must be consistent, or 
       compatible, with the rest of Scripture.  An excellent example of this is the doctrine of the
       Trinity.  No single passage teaches it, but it is consistent with the teaching of the whole of 
       Scripture.  The Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all referred to individually as
       God, yet the Scriptures elsewhere teach that there is only one God.

7.   The Inference Principle: An inference is a fact reasonably implied from another fact.  It is, 
      therefore, a logical consequence.  It derives a conclusion from another given fact or premise.
      It is the deduction of one proposition from another proposition.  Such inferential facts or
      propositions are sufficiently binding when their truth is established by competent and
      satisfactory evidence.  Competent evidence means such evidence as the nature of the thing to
      be proved admits.  Satisfactory evidence means the amount of proof that would ordinarily 
      satisfy an unprejudiced mind beyond a reasonable doubt.  Jesus masterfully used this
      principle to prove the reality of the resurrection of the dead to the arrogant and unbelieving
      Sadducees.  This incident is recorded in Matthew chapter 22, verses 23 to 33.

8.   The Progressive Revelation Principle: Reminds us that it is important to remember that 
      God did not reveal all of His truths at one time.  As I have already explained, there is a
      Continual progression of God’s revelation throughout history that culminates in Scripture. 
      So, to properly interpret any particular passage of Scripture, we must take into account the 
      stage of revelation that the passage is set in.  We must ask, “What had God revealed to 
      those people up to that historical period?”  Understanding how the original readers would 
      have perceived something is paramount to a proper interpretation.  Again, it is wrong to 
      accept an interpretation of Scripture that the original audience would not have understood.  
      However, this is acceptable when New Testament authors reveal a deeper or parallel meaning 
      of certain Old Testament passages.  We now know that there are many “Types” of Jesus 
      Christ, revealed in certain Old Testament narratives.  A “Type” is a veiled or parallel 
      revelation hidden within an Old Testament narrative that depicts aspects of the Life of Jesus.  
      We should not, however, generally accept an interpretation that the original audience would 
      not have naturally come to.

   Now, it is important to note that, among Biblical Scholars, there may be some slight variation in the way these Principles are titled and/or identified.  However, the Principles, as I have presented them, are fairly standard.  So, learning these Principles and properly applying them will help prevent interpreters from making obvious errors and, hopefully, alleviate many of the conflicting interpretations that are unfortunately so prevalent in Christianity today.

   Having said that, these principles are no substitute for the work of the Holy Spirit, who will, if we let Him, guide us into all truth (see John chapter 14, verse 26).  When we surrender our lives to Jesus Christ, God gives us the indwelling “Counselor,” His Holy Spirit, to assist us in our search and discovery of the “Truth.”  (see Acts chapter 2, verse 38). 

         Well, we are out of time, so we will have to conclude this episode here, but before signing off,
      let me encourage you, who are listening, to please subscribe to this Podcast, if you haven’t already, 
      and also, please tell your Christian friends about the Podcast, especially those who might be 
      interested in learning how to improve their effectiveness in sharing their faith.  I genuinely hope 
      that you have found some value in what I have shared in this episode.  My greatest hope is that 
      you will be encouraged to engage in the evangelistic and disciple-making process and will be 
      greatly blessed by God for your willingness to do so.  Now, before signing off, let me, again, give
      you the email address for this Podcast.
                    
   It is, beaconsofthegospel@currently.com That is beaconsofthegospel@currently.com      

   And as I always say, I’d love to hear from you, and all feedback is welcome.  All comments will be confidential, and none of your personal information will be shared with anyone else.  So, signing off for now.  This is your host of the “Beacons of the gospel” Podcast, Rusty Godlewski.  Until next time, remember, study your Bible, and may God guide us all and bless us all in that effort.  Take care! 
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